Village of New Athens
Committee of the Whole Meeting
02/23/2026
6:30 p.m.

The meeting was called to order by Vice President Arlene Geppert. Those in attendance were John Feder, Rich Stoops, Steve Newbold, and Ryan Heinecke. Also present were Don Carroll and Jason Berry.

Streets and Alleys – Nothing to discuss.

Finance and Audit – Nothing to discuss.

Water and Sewer – Nothing to discuss.

Personnel – Nothing to discuss.

Public Property and Parks – The electric agreement with Hudson Energy is expiring. Mayor Newbold stated that the Village signed this agreement five years ago. He has reached out to Tyler Liefer but has not heard back yet. Don Carroll does not think it would be a substantial savings. Trustee Feder believes it does make a difference. If we do not renew, it will automatically go back to Ameren. It was decided to wait until the next meeting to discuss further.

Edd Cockrell, Jr. submitted a request to use the city park for a concert in the park event. It would have food trucks, and the Bluegrass Shack will provide music. Trustee Stoops felt that Cockrell did an excellent job with the last event he did at the park. It was noted to put on the agenda to vote on at the next board meeting.

Cemetery – Mayor Newbold opened the two bids received for the mowing contract at both cemeteries.

Ohlendorf Lawn Service bid $675 per cut at the Oakridge Cemetery and $300 per cut at the New Athens City Cemetery.

K & K Lawn Service bid $800 per week at the Oakridge Cemetery and $400 per week at the New Athens City Cemetery.

It was advised to award the contract to Ohlendorf Lawn Service and to add to the next board meeting agenda.

Ordinance – Nothing to discuss.

Improvement and Grants – Nothing to discuss.

Public Safety – Mayor Newbold said that Edd Cockrell Jr. received a quote for a refurbished computer for the EMA office. The quote is for $888 from CompuType. It was advised to put on the agenda for the next board meeting.

Marina – There was a discussion regarding getting the campground host a cell phone and tablet. Trustee Feder thought we could get Wi-Fi for the whole campground. Mayor Newbold stated that most campgrounds do not offer Wi-Fi. Trustee Heinecke will check on prices for the cell phone and the tablet. It was mentioned that the campground host should have limited access to RoverPass.

Feder said we need to decide which camp spot the host will be using. It was said to put him in spot one. 

Other Business – Mayor Newbold said that he is going to deny the business license for Mansour Gheisapour. The Illinois Secretary of State Police told Gheisapour he would not get a dealer license.

There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 7:13 p.m.

									Arlene Geppert
									Vice President
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									Village Clerk
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